RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7.30pm on 20 April at SS Peter and Pauls Parish Centre, Ribchester
PRESENT:  Councillors Cromie, Mason, Yates. Ellis
		Councillor Barnsley
RESIDENTS: Three
APOLOGIES: Councillors Caunce, Dickinson, and Finch
1 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
2 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Two residents raised the issue of a Planning Application from OakBank Farm – given that a retrospective   Planning Application had been submitted. (3/2025/0236)  It is now clearly established as a wedding venue of a larger size than was at first anticipated.    A noise assessment had been undertaken in January, when it was recognised that the noise continued up to midnight. It had been proposed to put a sound ‘tester’ in place.  Residents were hoping that there would be a two hour limit imposed on the sound emanating from the property.
A small number of residents had responded to the application via email.  In those responses reference had been made to Road Safety issues – particularly, groups – including children walking on the road.  Concerns were raised about the speed of the traffic, and worries about the likelihood of accidents.  
3 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES:
The minutes were confirmed as a true record.


4 MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.
5 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
3/2026/0278 – St Wilfrid’s School – Proposed replacement of flat roof and roof lights.  Installation of air-source heat pump
3/2026/0050 – Land at Preston Road – APPEAL REFUSED
3/2026/0047 – Pinfold Farm – APPEAL ALLOWED
6 FINANCIAL MATTERS:
Council had considered and approved a switch to Unity Trust Bank (UTB) after Lloyd’s Bank had closed the Parish Council’s account (without notice).  Various requirements were laid down for the ‘switch’ including the production of six-months worth of bank statements; a ‘Business Plan’.  The Council was unable to comply with these requirements, given that Lloyds Bank had ceased to send monthly bank statements in September 2025 and a Parish Council does not have a ‘Business Plan’.
To attempt to provide suitable alternatives to these requirements, a ‘Constitution’ was drawn and sent to UTB for consideration, along with the required forms naming Council signatories. 
A major consideration was when, and by what means, the contents of the Parish Council’s bank account would be transferred.  The Clerk (being the Responsible Financial Office) was greatly concerned by the proposed solution that a cheque for the full amount in the account (including £20,000 of funding) would be sent in the post. Fortunately, this was eventually received in an envelope – not secured by any means such as Recorded or Registered mail.  This sum has since been transferred to the accepting bank.
An outcome of this enforced change has created some issues identified by HMRC, given that the regular monthly PAYE payments have not been made.  Work is going on to regularise these payments via UTB and HMRC has given some assistance to sort out what it described as ‘confusion’.  A helpful suggestion was made from the floor of the meeting that switching to use ‘Zero’, however research showed that the company had ceased trading.
Work will continue to find a solution, as quickly as possible.  The year-end accounts and preparation of the AGAR submission must be completed by 30 June 2026.  The Auditor who conducted last-year’s AGAR has kindly agreed to undertake the work again this year, for which the Parish Council is very grateful.
7 REPORTS FROM PRINCIPAL COMMITTEES
Cllr Barnsley reported on a ‘lively’ meeting of the Parish Councils Liaison Committee. At that meeting a speaker from LCC was taken to task on potholes in the area. It was also revealed that there was a plan to withdraw ‘Love Your Streets’. He also reminded the meeting that there is still money in the Jubilee Fund (£60,00).  An application can be submitted if linked to matched funding.  
8 VILLAGE MATTERS
Various suggestions were made for consideration – a) a new sign for the village on the approach road, b) the acquiring of a read telephone box to repurpose (eg, as a book repository), c) new flower tubs.  (It should be noted that the Council’s financial position in healthy at present, so these suggestions – or similar could be given serious consideration. Another long-standing suggestion for improvement for the village was the installation of SPIDS.  It was proposed that three were needed 2 for the village and one for Knowle Green.
9 FUTURE MEETINGS
It was agreed that the date for the Annual Parish Meeting would be 11th May, with a proposed speaker from Community Energy North West.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 18 May.











